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The creative and enthusiastic leadership of extraordinarily talented volunteers 
is expanding the number of events for increased community participation and 
appreciation. Jeff Falconer turned a ho-hum, after hour’s picnic into a popular 
destination with a great line up of local musical talent. Paul Martin is developing 
a self-guided audio tour to enrich the visitor experience. Susan Nuernberg and Iris 
Dunkle established the Book Club, a series of thought provoking discussions about 
London’s literature. Mary Jo Dickerson initiated a recycling program supported by 
the local high school to reduce our ecological footprint and operational costs. John 
Lynch’s nature hikes instill an appreciation of the outdoors for all ages. Now in its 
25th year, Jud Goodrich’s piano club entertains with Sunday concerts on Charmian’s 
Steinway. Alice Melillo, Doc Stull and Jim Adams, among others, lead specialty tours 
that deepen the visitor’s appreciation of the London’s legacy. Michael Sheffield 
created a poetry walk – part of a series of mindfulness activities being conducted 
to explore the spiritual aspects of nature. Our hospitality volunteers welcome 
visitors as they enter the park and are available for information sharing and lively 
conversation in the museum and cottage. Ask for graphic design needs – Michelle 
Heran and Patti Coleman to the rescue! With a little over 360 volunteers the park 
benefits from a wealth of local community talent to implement affordable programs 
that all can enjoy.

News from the Park

Jack’s View

Whether it was savoring shrimp 
and scallops and pasta and 
copious amounts of red wine 
next to the mural-bedecked 
high-ceilinged walls of Coppa’s 
restaurant or cavorting in San 
Francisco’s infamous “Monkey 
Block” at the base of Montgom-
ery Ave. (now Columbus) – or 
kite-flying and parties and pic-
nics in the Piedmont Hills - or 
pounding abalone to the sounds 
of Hawaiian ukulele tunes at the 
artists’ colony at Carmel-by-the-
Sea, Jack London was part of a 
group of progressive, political, 
and precocious artists, writers, 
and free spirits referred to as 
“The Crowd.”

Before the hippies, before the 
Beats, and before the hipsters, 
San Francisco had its turn-of-
the-20th century Bohemians 
– Jack’s good friend poet/vo-
luptuary George Sterling (“The 
Greek”) was one; so was Prus-
sian-born, classically trained 

continued on page 3
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Community Engagement Leads to Innovative Programming!
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Wallace Stegner once noted 
that there was nothing more 
American than parks– the no-
tion that beautiful places are 
set aside for the enrichment of 
all despite their socio-econom-
ic status is absolutely demo-
cratic – “it is the best idea we 
ever had.” The park “idea” 
continues to evolve and with it 
comes inherent contradictory 
tensions: preservation vs. use; 
sacred vs. profitability; the im-
mediate needs of the current 
generation vs. the legacy we 
leave for those of the future. 
The Parks Forward Commis-
sion is attempting to find a 
middle ground that allows 
parks to become self- sustain-
ing while supporting their 
contribution to conservation. 
What contemporary applica-
tions to park management 
models meet the needs of our 
changing demographics? At 
Jack London Park we con-
tinually experiment with new 
program ideas for increased 
relevancy to the community. 
What gaps and needs in com-
munity services do you think 
the park can uniquely address? 
Why is this park important to 
you? I’d love to hear from you 

Tjiska Van Wyk

tvanwyk@jacklondonpark.com 

(707) 938-3689

Volunteer Spotlight

CONGRATULATIONS TO MOUNTED ASSISTANCE UNIT 
VOLUNTEER, PATTI WILLIAMS, WHO ALONG WITH 
HER TRUSTY TENNESSEE WALKER, SUNNY, 

will be presented the Equus Volunteer of the Year award.  High hon-
ors indeed for her many years of outstanding leadership and service 
to the Sonoma County Equestrian community, including 12 years as a 
State Park Volunteer and over 1000 service hours to State and Regional 
parks.  Patti feels very fortunate to be part of our State Park volunteer 
organization; enjoying the camaraderie of her fellow volunteers, learning 
about the history of the area and having fun, all while making important 
contributions to our parks. In addition to her volunteer work, Patti loves 
corralling her two granddaughters and instilling in them a sense of awe 
for the outdoors. 

Thank you, Patti, for your outstanding volunteer service and your com-
mitment to the Valley of the Moon State Parks.

and a special thanks
 to...Travis Garrett

“I would rather be ashes than dust! I would rather that my spark should 
burn out in a brilliant blaze than it should be stifled by dry rot...

A Note 
from the 
Executive 
Director
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Travis Garrett for donating his exper-
tise and crew to trim the canopy of 
the Cottage Heritage Oak Tree this 
past year. He waived a $5,000. fee 
because of his commitment to sup-
porting the park. Most importantly, he 
was an integral part of the team that 
helped make it possible for this mag-
nificent, beloved elder of the park, 
remain standing for years to come.  

A Real Winner!

Pat’s wish list for 
restoration efforts!
We could use a skiff or 
kayak to navigate the 
lake and remove invasive 
species to prevent it 
from turning into a 
marsh. If you have an 
old one in the garage 
that you are not using 
anymore, please contact 
Pat Stevens at 707-299-
0842  or pstevens@
jacklondonpark.com 
Thank you very much! 
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With Gratitude

scholar-turned photographer Arnold 
Genthe, Mexican-born Paris-educat-
ed painter and portraitist Xavier Mar-
tinez, athlete /writers Jimmy Hopper 
and Jim Whitaker, early feminist/Na-
tive American advocate and South-
west nature writer Mary Austin,  and 
music and drama critic Blanche Par-
tington.  Jack’s eventual second wife 
and future “Mate-Woman,” Charm-
ian Kittredge, also ran with the 
Crowd. Jack was drawn to the Bo-
hemian lifestyle of intellectual and 
political freedom, artistic and often 
treacherous romantic adventurism. 
The Crowd was enamored of Jack’s 

charisma, wit, and intense sense of 
adventure, while also fueling Jack’s 
hunger for literary and social accep-
tance.

Many colorful members of The 
Crowd were fictionalized in Jack’s 
Carmel and Big Sur descriptions in 
his novel Valley of the Moon. George 
Sterling, fictionalized as Mark Hall, 
was also the inspiration for the poet 
Brissenden portrayed tragically and 
presciently in Jack’s semi-autobio-
graphical novel, Martin Eden. 

California’s first Poet-Laureate and 
Oakland Public Librarian, Ina Cool-

“I would rather be a superb meteor, every atom of me in magnificent glow, than a 
sleepy and permanent planet. The proper function of man is to live, not to exist...

Contributors December 20, 2013 – March 9, 2014

Lou Leal Named Park Historian

Another Way to Support the Park

Jack’s view continued from page 1
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brith, herself a “Pre-Crowd” San Francisco 
Bohemian,  was instrumental in young ten 
year-old Jack’s early Bohemian appetite by 
recommending books that told of romance, 
risk, adventure and self-discovery. 

Lou became a docent in 1996 with the 
desire to reconnect with the author whose 
books he began reading at the age of 12. 
To prepare for this new role, he read every 
biography he could find along with the fiction 
and non-fiction written by Jack London. A 
chance meeting with Milo Shepard, Jack’s 
grandnephew, led to a 12 year friendship and 
collaboration to accurately interpret and 
promote the London’s legacy. With Milo’s link 
to the past and inspiration, Lou led the project 

initiatives such as the cottage’s eleven panel interpretive photo display, 
several outdoor educational panels and the museum’s Snark exhibit. 
Lou has been the “go to” person for definitive and accurate information 
on the London’s for 17 years, so the Board of Directors decided to make 
it official – Lou’s the park’s historian!

Valley of the Moon Natural History Association, the operators of 
Jack London State Historic Park have signed on with Amazon Smile, 
a charitable giving program. This program was developed to allow 
customers to shop on a new version of the company’s website – smile.
amazon.com. The company will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to 
a charity of the customer’s choice. They will donate for most products 
sold by the company. Everything else about Amazon’s online shopping 
stays the same, including shopping carts, wish lists and shipping options. 
The prices will also be the same.  When you purchase items on Amazon 
Smile we would love you to think of Jack London and our wonderful 
park.  It is as easy as going to http://smile.amazon.com, choosing Valley 
of the Moon Natural History Association as your charity of choice and 
then making your purchase. Thank you for thinking of us!        



June 21: Walk into Summer nature walk

April 12 : Easy wildflower/nature walk to the 
Wolf House Ruins.

April 13: Wildflower/nature hike 8-10 miles 
of moderate difficulty.

April 24: Charmian Tours begin new season.

 

April 26: How to Take a Great Photo . Learn 
from the pros. Take your photography to the 
next level in this all day workshop.

Jack London State Historic Park

2400 London Ranch Road  |  Glen Ellen, California 95442

or current resident
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Upcoming Events and Activities

...I shall not waste my days in trying to prolong them. I shall use my time.”
      — Jack London  (1876 - 1916)

May 4: The  Rites of Spring Piano Concert. 

May 15: The Sundown Music series begins
May 16: John Barleycorn is the topic at the 
Jack London Book Discussion Group
May 18: Plow and Play Day returns with fun 
for the entire family!

June 4  Jack London vol 1  by Charmian 
London is the topic at the Jack London Book 
Discussion Group
June 9: Free day
June 19: Sundown music series

APRIL - MAY - JUNE 
 see our web site for details www.jacklondonpark.com

Broadway Under the Stars
Returns June 15th!


